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God and the Burden of Proof Dec 10 2020 Offers a critical examination of Alvin Plantinga's and Richard
Swinburne's contemporary attempt to defend traditional theism within the context of analytic philosophy.
Is There a God? Jul 29 2022 Is There a God? offers a powerful response to modern doubts about the existence
of God. It may seem today that the answers to all fundamental questions lie in the province of science, and
that the scientific advances of the twentieth century leave little room for God. Cosmologists have rolled back
their theories to the moment of the Big Bang, the discovery of DNA reveals the key to life, the theory of
evolution explains the development of life... and with each new discovery or development, it seems that we
are closer to a complete understanding of how things are. For many people, this gives strength to the belief
that God is not needed to explain the universe; that religious belief is not based on reason; and that the
existence of God is, intellectually, a lost cause. Richard Swinburne, one of the most distinguished philosophers
of religion of our day, argues that on the contrary, science provides good grounds for belief in God. Why is
there a universe at all? Why is there any life on Earth? How is it that discoverable scientific laws operate in the
universe? Professor Swinburne uses the methods of scientific reasoning to argue that the best answers to
these questions are given by the existence of God. The picture of the universe that science gives us is
completed by God.
Knowledge, Belief, and God Aug 06 2020 Epistemology has flourished in this millennium, with new ideas and
approaches of many kinds: Knowledge, Belief, and God shows how these developments can illuminate the
philosophy of religion and analytic theology. And philosophy of religion is shown to be a valuable testingground for epistemology.-Swinburne's Hell and Hick's Universalism Nov 08 2020 This title was first published in 2003. This book seeks to
establish whether a Christian position must entail a belief in hell or whether Christians can hold a coherent
theory of universal salvation. Richard Swinburne's defence of hellÂ depends on the argument that hell is
necessary if humans are to be genuinely free.Â It becomes clear that the contemporary discussion of hell and
universalismÂ cannot be separated from theÂ issues of human freedom and God's knowledge,Â and so HallÂ
centres the discussion round theÂ question 'Are we Free to Reject God?' John Hick argues that although we are
free to reject GodÂ there willÂ eventually be anÂ universalist outcome. Having examined the contrasting
arguments of Hick and Swinburne, Hall builds on Hick's position toÂ develop an argument for Christian
universal salvation which holds in balance our freedom in relation to God and the assurance that all will finally
be saved.
Richard Swinburne Dec 22 2021 Richard Swinburne is one of the most influential contemporary proponents of
the analytical philosophy of religion. He is, above all, a traditional theist, i.e. he believes, that there exists an
eternal, uncreated and immaterial perfect soul called “God” which is omnipotent, omniscient, perfectly free,
morally perfect and the creator and sustainer of the universe. However, his interests are very wide-ranging. He
has written on almost every central theological and philosophical issue such as epistemology, metaphysics,
theory of mind and ethics. Swinburne is particularly well-known for his perceptive defence of, some would say
“time-honoured”, others may prefer “old-fashioned”, philosophical doctrines. During the “Münstersche

Vorlesungen 2007” students and faculty members from Münster entered into a skilful and interesting
discussion concerning most of Swinburne’s positions.
Providence and the Problem of Evil Jun 27 2022 Why does a loving God allow humans to suffer so much? This
is one of the most difficult problems of religious belief. Richard Swinburne gives a careful, clear examination of
this problem, and offers an answer: it is because God wants more for us than just pleasure or freedom from
suffering. Swinburne argues that God wants humans to learn and to love, to make the choices which make
great differences for good and evil to each other, to form our characters in the way we choose; above all to be
of great use to each other. If we are to have all this, there will inevitably be suffering for the short period of our
lives on Earth. But because of the good that God gives to humans in this life, and because he makes it possible
for us, through our choice, to share the life of Heaven, he does not wrong us if he allows suffering. Providence
and the Problem of Evil is the final volume of Richard Swinburne's acclaimed tetralogy on Christian doctrine. It
may be read on its own as a self-standing treatment of this eternal philosophical issue. Readers who are
interested in a unified study of the philosophical foundations of Christian belief will find it now in the tetralogy
and in his trilogy on the philosophy of theism.
God, Reason, and Theistic Proofs Apr 13 2021 Wisely structured and clearly written, God, Reason and Theistic
Proofs will make an excellent resource for those looking for an introduction to the debate surrounding the
existence of God, or for those seeking intellectual validation for their faith.
Revelation Jul 05 2020 The great religions often claim that their books or creeds contain truths revealed by
God. How could we know that they do? In the second edition of Revelation, renowned philosopher of religion
Richard Swinburne addresses this central question. But since the books of great religions often contain much
poetry and parable, Swinburne begins by investigating how eternal truth can be conveyed in unfamiliar genres,
by analogy and metaphor, within false presuppositions about science and history. In the final part of the book,
Swinburne then applies the results of Parts I and II to assessing the evidence that the teaching of the Christian
Church constitutes a revelation from God. In the course of his philosophical exploration, Swinburne considers
how the church which Jesus founded is to be identified today and presents a sustained discussion of which
passages in the Bible should be understood literally and which should be understood metaphorically. This is a
fuller and entirely rewritten second edition of Revelation, the most notable new feature of which is a long
chapter examining whether traditional Christian claims about personal morality (divorce, homosexuality,
abortion, etc.) can be regarded as revealed truths. A formal appendix shows how the structure of evidence
supporting the Christian revelation can be articulated in terms of the probability calculus (and shows that
Plantinga's well-known argument from 'dwindling probabilities' against probabilistic arguments of this kind is
not cogent).
Miracles Feb 09 2021 "This book is about miracles -- what they are, what would count as evidence that they
have occurred. It is not primarily concerned with historical evidence about whether certain particular miracles
(such as Christ rising from the dead or walking on water) have occurred, but it is primarily concerned with
whether historical evidence could show anything about such things and whether it matters if it can. It is
concerned with the framework within which a historical debate must be conducted. It contains a selection of
writings written from different viewpoints by philosophers, classical and modern. The reader is left to form his
or her own view on who wins the argument." [Introduction].
God and Goodness Jun 03 2020 First Published in 2004. God and Goodness takes the experience of value as a
starting point for natural theology. Mark Wynn argues that theism offers our best understanding of the
goodness of the world, especially its beauty and openness to the development of richer and more complex
material forms. We also see that the world's goodness calls for a moral response: commitment to the goodness
of the world represents a natural extension of the trust to which we aspire in our dealings with human beings.
Wynn argues that the goodness of the world provides a glimpse into what we should mean by 'God'. Here, he
seeks to recover the mediaeval sense that the goodness of the world offers an image of the goodness of God,
not simply in relation to the world, but in itself. This book will be an invaluable read for those interested in
natural theology and philosophy of religion.
Is There a God? Nov 01 2022 Is There a God? offers a powerful response to modern doubts about the
existence of God. It may seem today that the answers to all fundamental questions lie in the province of
science, and that the scientific advances of the twentieth century leave little room for God. Cosmologists have
rolled back their theories to the moment of the Big Bang, the discovery of DNA reveals the key to life, the
theory of evolution explains the development of life... and with each new discoveryor development, it seems
that we are closer to a complete understanding of how things are. For many people, this gives strength to the
belief that God is not needed to explain the universe; that religious belief is not based on reason; and that the

existence of God is, intellectually, a lost cause.Richard Swinburne, one of the most distinguished philosophers
of religion of our day, argues that on the contrary, science provides good grounds for belief in God. Why is
there a universe at all ? Why is there any life on Earth? How is it that discoverable scientific laws operate in the
universe? Professor Swinburne uses the methods of scientific reasoning to argue that the best answers to
these questions are given by the existence of God. The picture of the universe that science gives us
iscompleted by God.This new, updated edition of Richard Swinburne's popular introductory book Is There a
God? features two substantial changes. He presents a new, stronger argument why theism does and
materialism does not provide a very simple ultimate explanation of the world. And he examines the idea of the
possible existence of many other universes, and its relevance to his arguments from the fine-tuning of our
universe to the existence of God.
Faith and Reason Nov 20 2021 Richard Swinburne presents a new edition of the final volume of his acclaimed
trilogy on philosophical theology. Faith and Reason is a self-standing examination of the implications for
religious faith of Swinburne's famous arguments about the coherence of theism and the existence of God. By
practising a particular religion, a person seeks to achieve some or all of three goals - that he worships and
obeys God, gains salvation for himself, and helps others to attain their salvation. But not all religions commend
worship, and different religions have different conceptions of salvation. Faced with these differences, Richard
Swinburne argues that we should practice that religion which has the best goals and is more probably true
than the creeds of other religions. He proposes criteria by which to determine the probabilities of different
religious creeds, and he argues that, while requiring total commitment, faith does not demand fully convinced
belief. While maintaining the same structure and conclusions as the original classic, this second edition has
been substantially rewritten, both in order to relate its ideas more closely to those of classical theologians and
philosophers and to respond to more recent views. In particular he discusses, and ultimately rejects, the view
of Alvin Plantinga that the 'warrant' of a belief depends on the process which produced it, and John Hick's
contention that all religions offer valid paths to salvation.
Necessary Existence Sep 26 2019 Necessary Existence breaks ground on one of the deepest questions anyone
ever asks: why is there anything? The classic answer is in terms of a necessary foundation. Yet, why think that
is the correct answer? Pruss and Rasmussen present an original defense of the hypothesis that there is a
concrete necessary being capable of providing a foundation for the existence of things. They offer six main
arguments, divided into six chapters. The first argument is an up-to-date presentation and assessment of a
traditional causal-based argument from contingency. The next five arguments are new "possibility-based"
arguments that make use of twentieth-century advances in modal logic. The arguments present possible
pathways to an intriguing and far-reaching conclusion. The final chapter answers the most challenging
objections to the existence of necessary things.
Essays in Medieval Philosophy and Theology in Memory of Walter H. Principe, CSB Nov 28 2019 In his
extensive work as a theologian and a historian, Walter H. Principe, CSB, (1922-1996) was committed to
reflecting on both the present and the past. He was well-known as a historian of medieval theology and
philosophy - especially through the work of Thomas Aquinas - as well as a contemporary theologian. This
memorial collection addresses a fundamental feature of Principe's thought, namely his concern that the history
of medieval theology and philosophy have a significant role to play in contemporary discussions. Strengthening
the ties between historical study and contemporary theological and philosophical thought, this book offers
much to those who teach and research in historical theology and the history of philosophy. The ten essays
provide significant test cases of how modern scholars may utilise the historical record judiciously for
contemporary debates. Those who are concerned with intellectual history (both medieval and modern), the
history of doctrines, and Thomism, will also find this collection a useful contribution to modern scholarship.
The Concept of Miracle Mar 13 2021
Was Jesus God? Aug 30 2022 The orderliness of the universe and the existence of human beings already
provides some reason for believing that there is a God - as argued in Richard Swinburne's earlier book Is There
a God ? Swinburne now claims that it is probable that the main Christian doctrines about the nature of God and
his actions in the world are true. In virtue of his omnipotence and perfect goodness, God must be a Trinity, live
a human life in order to share our suffering, and found a church which would enable him to tell all humans
about this. It is also quite probable that he would provide his human life as an atonement for our wrongdoing,
teach us how we should live and tell us his plans for our future after death. Among founders of religions, Jesus
satisfies uniquely well the requirement of living the sort of human life which God would need to have lived. But
to give us adequate reason to believe that Jesus was God, God would need to put his 'signature' on the life of
Jesus by an act which he alone could do, for example raise him from the dead. There is adequate historical

evidence that Jesus rose from the dead. The church which he founded gave plausible interpretations of his
basic message. Therefore Christian doctrines are probably true.
The Infinity of God Sep 06 2020 Two questions regarding contemporary theological and philosophical studies
are often overlooked: “Is God infinite or finite?” and, “What does it mean to say that God is infinite?” In The
Infinity of God, Benedikt Paul Göcke and Christian Tapp bring together prominent scholars to discuss God’s
infinitude from philosophical and theological perspectives. Each contributor deals with a particular aspect of
the infinity of God, employing the methods of analytic theology and analytic philosophy. The essays in the first
section examine historical issues from a systematic point of view. The contributors focus on the Cappadocian
Fathers, Thomas Aquinas, Leibniz, Kant, Hegel, Bolzano, and Cantor. The second section deals with particular
issues concerning the relation between God's infinity and both the finitude of the world and the classical
attributes of God: eternity, simplicity, omnipresence, omnipotence, omniscience, and moral perfection. There
are some books that deal with the notion of infinity in mathematics and in general philosophy, but no single
text brings together the best analytic philosophers and theologians tackling the various aspects of the infinity
of God and the correlated problems. This book will interest students and scholars in philosophy of religion,
theology, and metaphysics. Contributors: Benedikt Paul Göcke, Christian Tapp, Franz Krainer, Adam Drosdek,
William E. Carroll, Christina Schneider, Ruben Schneider, Robert M. Wallace, Bruce A. Hedman, Bernhard Lang,
Richard Swinburne, Kenneth L. Pearce, William Hasker, Paul Helm, Brian Leftow, Ken Perszyk, Thomas Schärtl,
and Philip Clayton.
The Christian God Oct 08 2020 In this pivotal volume of a tetralogy, Oxford University's Richard Swinburne
builds a rigorous metaphysical system for describing the world, which he applies to assessing the validity of
the Christian tenets of the Trinity and the Incarnation. An important work in the philosophy of religion.
Was Jesus God? Jul 17 2021 The orderliness of the universe and the existence of human beings already
provides some reason for believing that there is a God - as argued in Richard Swinburne's earlier book Is There
a God ? Swinburne now claims that it is probable that the main Christian doctrines about the nature of God and
his actions in the world are true. In virtue of his omnipotence and perfect goodness, God must be a Trinity, live
a human life in order to share our suffering, and found a churchwhich would enable him to tell all humans
about this. It is also quite probable that he would provide his human life as an atonement for our wrongdoing,
teach us how we should live and tell us his plans for our future after death. Among founders of religions, Jesus
satisfies uniquely well the requirement ofliving the sort of human life which God would need to have lived. But
to give us adequate reason to believe that Jesus was God, God would need to put his 'signature' on the life of
Jesus by an act which he alone could do, for example raise him from the dead. There is adequate historical
evidence that Jesus rose from the dead. The church which he founded gave plausible interpretations of his
basic message. Therefore Christian doctrines are probably true.
God in the Age of Science? Sep 18 2021 Herman Philipse puts forward a powerful new critique of belief in God.
He examines the strategies that have been used for the philosophical defence of religious belief, and by
careful reasoning casts doubt on the legitimacy of relying on faith instead of evidence, and on probabilistic
arguments for the existence of God.
Responsibility and Atonement Jan 23 2022 When we do good or harm to others we acquire merit or guilt,
deserve praise or blame, reward or punishment, and we may need to make atonement. Others may need to
forgive us, or show us mercy. In the first part of this book, the author gives an account of how these moral
concepts apply to humans in their dealings with each other. In the second part, he applies the results of Part 1
to reach conclusions about which versions of traditional Christian doctrines utilizing these notions are morally
acceptable. He considers the doctrines of sin and original sin, redemption, sanctification, heaven, and hell. ;Preface; Introduction; PART I: Responsibility: Moral goodness; Moral responsibility and weakness of will; The
relevance of free will; Merit and reward; Guilt, atonement, and forgiveness; Punishment; Man's moral condition;
PART II: Its Theological Consequences: Morality under God; Sin and original sin; Redemption; Sanctification and
corruption; Heaven and hell; Additional notes Epistemic Justification Feb 21 2022 Richard Swinburne offers an original treatment of a question at the heart
of epistemology: what makes a belief a rational one, or one which the believer is justified in holding? He maps
the various totally different and purportedly rival accounts that philosophers give of epistemic justification
('internalist' and 'externalist'), and argues that they are really accounts of different concepts. He distinguishes
(as most epistemologists do not) between synchronic justification (justification at a time) and diachronic
justification (synchronic justification resulting from adequate investigation) — both internalist and externalist.
He argus that most kinds of justification are worth having because (for different reasons) indicative of truth.
However, it is only justification of intermalist kinds that can guide a believer's actions. Swinburne goes on to

show the usefulness of the probability calculus in elucidating how empirical evidence makes beliefs probably
true: every proposition has an intrinsic probability (an a priori probability independent of empirical evidence)
which may be increased or decreased by empirical evidence. This innovative and challenging book will refresh
epistemology and rewrite its agenda.
Reason and Faith Jul 25 2019 This volume presents ten new essays in philosophy of religion that develop and
critically engage themes from the work of Richard Swinburne-one of the most influential thinkers in the
discipline over the last fifty years. Written by a team of experts, the essays focus on key debates in both
natural theology and philosophical theology.
Reciprocity between Swinburne and Kant regarding the Question of God May 03 2020 Essay aus dem Jahr
2006 im Fachbereich Philosophie - Sonstiges, , Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: The theme of this essay revolves
around the post-Kantian debate on different attempts to unearth new arguments for the existence of God. One
of the first analytic philosophers in the tradition of the philosophy of religion, RICHARD SWINBURNE (born 26
Dec 1934), caused a furor with the publication of his trilogy – The Coherence of Theism, The Existence of God
and Faith and Reason. While his first book – The Coherence of Theism (1977) – addresses the question as to
whether God can be conceived as internally coherent, his second book – The Existence of God (1st Edition
1979, 2nd Edition 2004) – explicates a detailed analysis of whether God’s existence is true or false.1 Assuming
that God’s existence is not “demonstrably incoherent (i.e. logically impossible)”2, which he concludes from his
first book, Swinburne’s main task is to analyze whether religious experience can provide specific information
on God’s existence. With this in mind, Swinburne directs his arguments against Kant whom he mentions
explicitly more than 35 times in his book.3 Kant, who with his critique of pure reason, casts the question of
God’s existence out beyond the range of immediate experience, builds the fundament for Swinburne’s
criticism and his aim to justify God’s existence through immediate experience. Kant emphasizes namely, that
God is an idea conceived in the transcendental subject, but cannot be experienced or perceived directly.
An Introduction to Confirmation Theory Dec 30 2019
The Existence of God Sep 30 2022 Substantially re-written and updated, this edition of 'The Existence of God'
presents arguments such as the existence of the laws of nature, 'fine-tuning' of the universe, moral awareness
and evidence of miracles, to prove the case that there is a God.
God Oct 27 2019 In this concise introduction to the deity, John Bowker explores how each major religion, and
countless philosophers and theologians, have answered the fundamental question: Who or what is God? He
also explores why some people believe in God and others do not, and concludes by looking at how our
understanding of God continues to evolve in the present day. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Evolution of the Soul Jan 29 2020 Men have evolved from animals, and animals from inanimate matter,
but what has evolved is qualitatively different from the inanimate matter from which it began. Both men and
the higher animals have a mental life of sensation, thought, purpose, desire, and belief. Although these mental
states in part cause, and are caused by, brain states, they are distinct from them. Richard Swinburne argues
that we can only make sense of this interaction by supposing that mental states are states of a soul, a mental
substance in interaction with the body. Although both have a rich mental life, human souls, unlike animal
souls, are capable of logical thought, have moral beliefs, have free will, and have an internal structure (so that
their beliefs and desires are formed largely by other beliefs and desires inherent in the soul). Professor
Swinburne concludes that there is no full scientific explanation available for the evolution of the soul, and
almost certainly there never will be. Forthis revised edition Professor Swinburne has taken the opportunity to
strengthen or expand the argument in various places, to take account of certain developments in philosophy
and cognitive science in the intervening years, and to add new discussion of important matters relating to the
themes of the book, including connectionism and quantum theory.
The Evidential Force of Religious Experience Aug 25 2019 Caroline Franks Davis provides a clear, sensitive,
and carefully argued assessment of the value of religious experiences as evidence for religious beliefs. Much
more than an 'argument from religious experience', the inquiry systematically addresses underlying
philosophical issues such as therole of interpretation in experience, the function of models and metaphors in
religious language, and the way perceptual experiences in general are used as evidence for claims about the
world. The author examines several arguments from religious experience and, using contemporary and classic
sourcesfrom the world religions, gives an account of the different types of experience. To meet sceptical
challenges to religious experience, she draws extenisvely on psychological and sociological as well as

philosophical and religious literature, probing deeply into the questions whether religiousexperiences are
merely a matter of interpretation, whether there is irreducible conflict among religious experiences, and
whether psychological and other reductionist explanations of religious experience are satisfactory. She
concludes that religious experiences, like most experiences, are mosteffective as evidence within a cumulative
style of argument which combines evidence from a wide range of sources.
Mind, Brain, and Free Will Mar 25 2022 Richard Swinburne presents a powerful case for substance dualism and
libertarian free will. He argues that pure mental and physical events are distinct, and defends an account of
agent causation in which the soul can act independently of bodily causes. We are responsible for our actions,
and the findings of neuroscience cannot prove otherwise.
The Resurrection of God Incarnate May 27 2022 Whether or not Jesus rose bodily from the dead is perhaps the
most critical and contentious issue in the study of Christianity. Rather than depend on statements in the New
Testament, Swinburne argues for a wider approach.
Are We Bodies Or Souls? Oct 20 2021 What are humans? What makes us who we are? Many think that we are
just complicated machines, or animals that are different from machines only by being conscious. In Are We
Bodies or Souls? Richard Swinburne comes to the defence of the soul and presents new philosophical
arguments that are supported by modern neuroscience. When scientific advances enable neuroscientists to
transplant a part of brain into a new body, he reasons, no matter how much we can find out about their brain
activity or conscious experiences we will never know whether the resulting person is the same as before or
somebody entirely new. Swinburne thus argues that we are immaterial souls sustained in existence by our
brains. Sensations, thoughts, and intentions are conscious events in our souls that cause events in our brains.
While scientists might discover some of the laws of nature that determine conscious events and brain events,
each person's soul is an individual thing and this is what ultimately makes us who we are.
God's Problem Jan 11 2021 One Bible, Many Answers In God's Problem, the New York Times bestselling author
of Misquoting Jesus challenges the contradictory biblical explanations for why an all-powerful God allows us to
suffer.
Philosophy of Religion Mar 01 2020 What is the philosophy of religion? How can we distinguish it from
theology on the one hand and the psychology/sociology of religious belief on the other? What does it mean to
describe God as eternal? And should religious people want there to be good arguments for the existence of
God, or is religious belief only authentic in the absence of these good arguments? In this Very Short
Introduction Tim Bayne introduces the field of philosophy of religion, and engages with some of the most
burning questions that philosophers discuss. Considering how religion should be defined, and whether we even
need to be able to define it in order to engage in the philosophy of religion, he goes on to discuss whether the
existence of God matters. Exploring the problem of evil, Bayne also debates the connection between faith and
reason, and the related question of what role reason should play in religious contexts. Shedding light on the
relationship between science and religion, Bayne finishes by considering the topics of reincarnation and the
afterlife. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Coherence of Theism Apr 25 2022 The Coherence of Theism investigates what it means, and whether it is
coherent, to say that there is a God. Richard Swinburne concludes that despite philosophical objections, most
traditional claims about God are coherent (that is, do not involve contradictions); and although some of the
most important claims are coherent only if the words by which they are expressed are being used in analogical
senses, this is the way in which theologians have usually claimed that they are being used. When the first
edition of this book was published in 1977, it was the first book in the new 'analytic' tradition of philosophy of
religion to discuss these issues. Since that time there have been very many books and discussions devoted to
them, and this new, substantially rewritten, second edition takes account of these discussions and of new
developments in philosophy generally over the past 40 years. These discussions have concerned how to
analyse the claim that God is 'omnipotent', whether God can foreknow human free actions, whether God is
everlasting or timeless, and what it is for God to be a 'necessary being'. On all these issues this new edition
has new things to say.
Religion and Scientific Naturalism Aug 18 2021 Articulates a metaphysical position capable of rendering both
science and religious experience simultaneously and mutually intelligible.
The Coherence of Theism Apr 01 2020 This substantially revised second edition of a classic text in philosophy
of religion explores what it means, and whether it is coherent, to say that there is a God. Swinburne takes

account of new developments in the debate over the past 40 years, and develops his views on central claims
about the nature of God in light of recent discussion.
Faith and Reason May 15 2021 Richard Swinburne presents a new edition of the final volume of his acclaimed
trilogy on philosophical theology. Faith and Reason is a self-standing examination of the implications for
religious faith of Swinburne's famous arguments about the coherence of theism and the existence of God.By
practising a particular religion, a person seeks to achieve some or all of three goals - that he worships and
obeys God, gains salvation for himself, and helps others to attain their salvation. But not all religions commend
worship, and different religions have different conceptions of salvation. Faced with these differences, Richard
Swinburne argues that we should practice that religion which has the best goals and is more probably true
than the creeds of other religions. He proposescriteria by which to determine the probabilities of different
religious creeds, and he argues that, while requiring total commitment, faith does not demand fully convinced
belief.While maintaining the same structure and conclusions as the original classic, this second edition has
been substantially rewritten, both in order to relate its ideas more closely to those of classical theologians and
philosophers and to respond to more recent views. In particular he discusses, and ultimately rejects, the view
of Alvin Plantinga that the 'warrant' of a belief depends on the process which produced it, and John Hick's
contention that all religions offer valid paths to salvation.
The Problem of Evil and the Power of God Jun 23 2019 This book discusses four different answers to the
problem of evil, provided by Richard Swinburne, Keith Ward, David Griffin and Johan Hygen. The author
suggests several improvements to these answers and concludes that there is a coherent answer to the
problem of evil.
Providence and the Problem of Evil Jun 15 2021 Why does a loving God allow humans to suffer so much? This
is one of the most difficult problems of religious belief. Richard Swinburne gives a careful, clear examination of
this problem, and offers an answer: it is because God wants more for us than just pleasure or freedom from
suffering. Swinburne argues that God wants humans to learn and to love, to make the choices which make
great differences for good and evil to each other, to form our characters in the way we choose; aboveall to be
of great use to each other. If we are to have all this, there will inevitably be suffering for the short period of our
lives on Earth. But because of the good that God gives to humans in this life, and because he makes it possible
for us, through our choice, to share the life of Heaven,he does not wrong us if he allows suffering.Providence
and the Problem of Evil is the final volume of Richard Swinburne's acclaimed tetralogy on Christian doctrine. It
may be read on its own as a self-standing treatment of this eternal philosophical issue. Readers who are
interested in a unified study of the philosophical foundations of Christian belief will find it now in the tetralogy
and in his trilogy on the philosophy of theism.
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